
 

Meet the Little Explorers Staff! 
 

 

 

Julien Simpson – Director  

 

Julien came to Little Explorers as a Classroom Assistant in 2013 and upon her 

graduation in 2015, from Eastern University, she was hired as a Lead Teacher.  At 

Eastern University, Julien studied Early Childhood and Special Education.  She found 

her niche working with preschool-age children in 2009 after being involved in the 

Haverford Township Parks and Recreation as a Camp Counselor and program Site 

Leader.  Working at a variety of summer camps, sports and craft programs throughout 

the years, Julien gained quality experience learning how to develop themed crafts, 

mini lessons, and provide instruction to engage different age groups.  Starting in 2020, 

Julien was promoted to a Program Coordinator for Haverford Township Parks and 

Recreation and became the Director of Little Explores after gaining experience as 

the Assistant Director for 2 years.  Outside of Little Explorers, Julien enjoys music, 

singing, baking, playing Ultimate Frisbee, fishing with her husband Tom and 

playing fetch with her cats Tigger and Roo. It is her joy and passion to work in 

education and hopes to create a fun, first learning experience for all our Little 

Explorers. 

   

 

 

 

 

Sarah McCafferty – Lead Teacher 

 

Sarah has always known she wanted to be a teacher. She graduated from McGill 

University in 2004 with a Bachelors of Education. She started her teaching career at 

the Gladwyne Montessori School and has worked with students of all ages as a high 

school English teacher and museum educator. She is a passionate believer in the 

importance of nature and play-based education to foster creative, independent, life-

long learners. As a teacher and a parent she believes that the pre-school classroom is 

more than a learning environment, it is a community where children put into practice 

the important skills of cooperation and appreciating differences. Sarah enjoys reading 

lots of books, growing sunflowers and tomatoes in her garden, and playing in creeks 

with her kids and husband Ryan. They have 3 children: Lena (age 9) and 

Marion (age 5) are both graduates of Little Explorers and Lawrence (age 1) is 

currently exploring, crawling, and learning to walk! Sarah has long admired 

the Little Explorers program as a parent, and is excited to be starting her third 

year as a lead teacher.  

 

 

 



 
Troy Mucchetti – Lead Teacher 

Troy has been with the Recreation Department since 2011.  He started as a camp 

counselor at Club 56, and has loved working for the department ever since.  Troy 

started with Little Explorers in 2017, and has worked as an Assistant and Classroom 

Floater.  During the last 10 years, Troy graduated from Penn State University with a 

degree in Business, as well as, spending two years in AmeriCorps volunteering in 8 

states.  Troy believes heavily in the importance of developing interpersonal skills in 

the preschool classroom, through free play, guided play and peer to peer interaction.  

Outside of the classroom, Troy also coaches baseball and helps run the 

Havertown Hoops Youth Basketball League.  He takes pleasure in playing 

basketball and chess, loves to write creatively, and also enjoys his newfound 

passion, skipping stones.  

 

 

 

Sherri Hulcher – Extended Day Lead Teacher 

Sherri is excited to be a part of Little Explorers as the Lead Teacher for Extended Day. 

She will continue her passion for teaching and educating. As a long time educator, she 

looks forward to providing enriching activities for the children who stay for extended 

day.  Art and science projects, reading aloud, exploring the trails and social interaction 

will be part of the extended day program.  Sherri has 2 children, Will 

and Mei and a dog named Maggie. She enjoyed making connections 

with Little Explorers staff, students and families and looks forward to 

nurturing those connections again this year.    

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Lipton – Classroom Assistant 

Keith has been working at Little Explorers in the Frog classroom since 2014.  Keith is an 

expert on Star Wars, Super Heroes, and Sharks (surprisingly useful information for 

teaching preschool).  At Little Explorers he has taught Science and Gym lessons and 

loves going outside for playtime and trail walks! Keith has also been a 

summer camp counselor for the Recreation Department at the Grange, 

a Tot Lot site leader, and a 'professor' for Harry Potter Camp. Keith's 

best friend is his cat, named Turkey.  

 

 



 
Valerie O’Hara – Classroom Assistant 

Valerie joined Little Explorers in January of 2020 as an assistant teacher in the Polliwog 

Room.  She is familiar with the program being a parent of Little Explorers as well.  Two 

of her children are graduates of Little Explorers and her youngest daughter Reese is a 

current Frog.  Valerie studied Elementary Education at Immaculata University and has 4 

years of classroom experience teaching preschool for Knowledge Learning Corporation 

in Exton.  Valerie enjoys spending time with her family reading, listening to 

music, camping in the mountains and relaxing at the beach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Geisheimer - Classroom Assistant 
Meaghan joins the Little Explorers this year as an assistant teacher and is excited to bring 

her passion for encouraging creativity, curiosity, and kindness into the classroom. Over the 

past 12 years she provided in-home care with a focus on play-based learning to children of 

teachers in Haverford and surrounding school districts. She also spent time in elementary 

classrooms as a substitute instructional assistant working with diverse learners. Meaghan 

earned her B.S. in Sociology from Saint Joseph’s University and is working 

towards her certification. Reading, playing games and going on adventures 

with her husband Micah and three sons Max (17), Emmett (15), and Little 

Explorers graduate Hugo (10), taking lots of walks with her dogs, Archie 

and Sissy, and practicing yoga are just a few ways she spends her free time. 

 
 

 

 

 

Renee Bevilacqua - Classroom Assistant 
Renee studied art in college and later went on to graduate school to study Special 

Education.  Renee has worked as a teacher and as assistant teacher in Special Education 

for 10 years with students ages 5-21 years.  She is very excited to join the team here at 

Little Explorers and watch the children learn and grow throughout the year!  In her spare 

time, Renee enjoys arts and crafts, swimming, listening to music, and 

dancing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Rinaldi – Classroom Floater 



 
 

Mom/ Grandmother/ Cook/ Gardener 

E laine was thrilled to join Little Explorers in 2019 as a Classroom Floater.  The program 

is not new to her since two of her grandchildren are Little Explorers graduates.  She 

attended Haverford High School and then went on to earn an Associate Degree in Early 

Childhood Education.  She began her career as an assistant teacher at Haverford Junior 

High, working with the special education class.  Elaine has more than 10 years of 

experience as a home care provider for infants and toddlers. The Little Explorers 

program gives each child many opportunities to grow, learn and have fun.  Elaine is 

looking forward to a wonderful school year! 

 

 

 

 

Jenna Willig – Classroom Floater 

Jenna is a Havertown native and a 2012 graduate of Haverford High School.  Jenna 

started at Little Explorers as a volunteer before being hired in 2017.  She assists with 

various office tasks and in the classrooms as needed.  Jenna enjoys working at the 

CREC and appreciates the opportunity to help children learn and 

progress.  An enthusiastic Philly sports fan, Jenna enjoys watching all 

the teams, especially the Eagles.  


